	[image: image1.png]


European forum for energy Business Information eXchange
	Minutes ETC meeting: May 25th and 26th, 2004

	ETC - ebIX Technical Committee
	May 28th, 2004



Minutes ETC meeting May 25th and 26th, 2004
Date:
Tuesday May 25th and Wednesday May 26th, 2004
Time:

9:00 – 16:00 and 9:00 – 15:00

Place:
E.ON Netz GmbH, Bayreuth
Participants:
Carl Major, E.ON Netz
Hugo Dekeyser, Umix
Jon-Egil Nordvik (Convenor), Statnett
Ove Nesvik (Secretary), EdiSys

Attachment:
None


1) Approval of agenda

Approved with the following additions:

· Review of ebIX code list

· Update and publication of UTILTS and UTILMD

· What to do with XML

· EAN codes for capacity and inductivity 

2) Minutes from previous meeting

Approved without comments.

3) Status, circulation for comments on “ebIX Recommended identification schemes”

The ebIX Recommended identification schemes was sent out on circulation for comments April 27th, asking for comments within May 26th. The following comments have been received from Helmut:

1. Metering point: In Germany (42 million meters, 900 utilities) we have 33 digits for the metering point. For combined metering (production and consumption) we use 1 metering point for both directions. The Metering Code 2004 of VDN can be found at www.vdn-berlin/meteringcode2004.asp. 

2. For the identification of the metered products we use the OBIS system (object identification system), which is a European standard (DIN EN 61038). I propose to include this standard to the recommended identification schemes.

3. Another important fact is to identify the status of a metered data. Therefore we have defined 5 different status signs

	Status signs
	Meaning 
	priority

	"blank"
	true value
	5

	"E"
	substituted value 
	4

	"V"
	provisional value 
	3

	"G"
	non plausible value 
	2

	"F" 
	missing value 
	1


Comment 1 and 2 was added to “Appendix D - Overview of national usage of coding schemes”. Comment 3 will be forwarded to the EMD project for further actions, since this is another level of identification.

Information from after the meeting: Comments have also been received from Leslaw Winiarski, Poland:

 “Hereby I send you comments and information about Polish coding schemes.

1. Chapter 2 - table of numbering structure. ETSO (EIC) coding scheme includes coding scheme for metering points (EIC-Z) although it is not used at the moment.

2. Appendix D.  In Poland there are two coding schemes existing: one for the internal market which was established at the beginning of Polish energy market and another for European integrated electricity market (IEM) – ETSO EIC coding scheme. Thus for the purpose of the Table in Appendix D it should be filled as follows:

	
	Party
	Domain
	Asset

	Poland1)
	EIC
	EIC
	n/a


1) In Poland there is also national coding scheme existing for Parties, Domains and Assets used for local market purpose”

Comment 2 will be added to the document. The first comment will not be added to the ebIX recommendation since the Z-code only is an example of a possible coding scheme for metering points in the current EIC manual, see chapter 5 in http://www.edi.etso-net.org/eic/eic-v2r3.pdf. 

Hugo wanted a good explanation for why it is recommended to only use one identification number for a party as a legal entity. This lead to a discussion of why we have this recommendation added to the document. For the current version the sentence was removed. It will be added again if a good explanation is found.

The updated document will be put on www.ebix.org. 

Homework:

Everybody tries to find a good explanation for why we only should use one identification number for a party to the next meeting. 

4) EDIFACT DMRs (UTILTD and location codes)

Since Kees was unable to participate at this meeting and he was the requestor for UTILTD, the DMR for UTILTD was postponed to the next meeting. However there was a discussion related to the possible usage of the hierarchy elements in IDE and LIN (sub-line indicator) in UTILMD, instead of making a new message type. To the next meeting Ove will make two proposals for UTILTD, one with a structure according to the installation class diagram and one using the principle of hierarchy elements in IDE. Ove will try to find out how other markets uses the hierarchy elements in IDE.

Three DMRs for Metered Data Responsible, Metered Data Aggregator, local and Metered Data Aggregator, central was reviewed. It was agreed to send the DMR for Metered Data Responsible to UN/CEFACT and to wait with the two Metered Data Aggregators.

The reason for not sending the DMRs for the Metered Data Aggregators is that the possibility to use the same principle for Local/Central Metered data aggregator as for Consumption/Production/Exchange Local metering point should be discussed. I.e. having Metered data aggregator in LOC and Local or Central in another related segment as a characteristic of the role (Type of metered data aggregator). If looking at the latest proposal for the Role model, ETSO has identified several new levels within UCTE (Coordination centre zone, Control block and Control area). All of these may be candidates for new types of Metered data aggregators. And, how about aggregations related to settlement and reconciliation?

It was also put a question to the need for the splitting of the Metered data aggregators. The message type and non-responsible role (as Metered data aggregator) will probably be enough to identify the roles in the document exchange.

Homework:

· Ove will send the DMR for the Metered data responsible to UN/CEFACT.

· Ove will try to find out how other markets uses the hierarchy elements in IDE.

· Ove will make two proposals for UTILTD.

5) Business information model for Acknowledgements

The ebIX Recommendations for acknowledgement and error handling was gone through and updated. Hopefully the document can be finalised on our next meeting.

Homework:

· Ove will update the ebIX Recommendations for acknowledgement and error handling and distribute it before the next ETC meeting. 

6) ebIX Functional description

Due to lack of time the item was not discussed.

7) ETC methodology, version 1.1

The proposals for new items for the next version of the ebIX Methodology was reviewed:

A) CuS proposes the following text to be added to the ebIX Methodology: “A version and a release of a business information model is always related to a specific version of the ebIX domain model, ebIX CCs, the Harmonised role model, UN/CEFACT CCs and ebIX Methodology. When upgrading a Model to a new version or release, all derived documents, such as translation guides should be republished. When changing the update (3rd level of versioning) it might be possible to republish only the documents that are affected by the change.”

Discussion/conclusion:

Hugo proposed to have a yearly alignment of the different ebIX documents to assure consistency between the documents, for instance done every summer and have the documents aligned before the ebIX autumn meeting. 

This proposal was agreed and will be added to a next version of the Rules for ETC.

Homework:

Ove will add the needed text into the rules for ETC and put it on the next ETC agenda.

B) CuS asks ETC to find a way of specifying version numbers for the Business areas and Business process areas and a way of specifying version number as an attribute to the document name (type).

Discussion/conclusion:
This will be solved by the proposal above (yearly alignment) and usage of version numbering according to the ebIX methodology.

C) CuS proposes to remove everything related to the Transaction id from the ebIX Methodology and add a Business document id instead. The transaction id in IDE and RFF in UTILMD and UTILTS should be renamed to Business document id. In a responding Business transaction there should be a reference to the triggering Business document id.

Discussion/conclusion:

The proposal was agreed. Transaction id will be renamed to Business document id and Document id to Message id throughout the Methodology.
Homework:

Ove will update the ebIX Methodology.

D) CuS proposes to add a chapter in the ebIX Methodology describing that a Business process id can be added to all business processes needing it. It will be up to the project that models the business process to include the business process id if needed. 

Discussion/conclusion:
Will be added in the methodology together with the description of message id and business document id. It will be explained that the Business process id will be valid for the whole business process including sub-processes described as <include> and <extend> in the UseCase diagrams. 

Homework:

Ove will update the ebIX Methodology.

E) CuS proposes to rename the term “Non-responsible role” in the ebIX Methodology with contributing role, non-pivot role, spoke role, affected role or something similar. 

Discussion/conclusion:
Several new names was discussed and it was agreed to rename Non-responsible role with Ancillary-role throughout the Methodology. 

Homework:

Ove will update the ebIX Methodology.

F) CuS asks ETC to discuss if the term “Translation guide” should be renamed to “Mapping guide”, “Mapping diagram”, or something similar.

Discussion/conclusion:
The proposal was discussed, but no better name was found. No changes will be done to the Methodology. 

G) Rules for maintenance and consequences for use of MagicDraw.

Discussion/conclusion:
The item was postponed. 

H) Addition of UML modelling rules for UseCase, Sequence and Class diagrams.

Homework:

Ove will update the ebIX Methodology.

8) MagicDraw reader on ebIX web-site

When downloading the MagicDraw reader from www.nomagic.com you have to register as a MagicDraw user. To avoid the registration and making it easier to download the tool, it was on the previous meeting, proposed to put a download version on www.ebix.org. 

Ove has download the reader and had the following questions/comments:

· You still have to answer registration questions. 

· The download file is pretty big, about 50Mb.

· Who shall do the maintenance/updates of the MagicDraw reader?

· Do ebIX get any responsibilities when publishing the file?

· We probably need an approval from MagicDraw.  

Discussion/conclusion:
For the time being we ask the ebIX WEB master to put a link to www.nomagic.com. If anybody wants the reader without registering it can distribute it by CD.

Homework:

Ove will ask the ebIX WEB master to put a link to www.nomagic.com.

9) Information

None.

10) Next meeting(s)

The next meeting dates were changed to a combined 3 days RegRep and ETC meeting:

 June 30th, July 1st and July 2nd, 2004, in Brussels. 

The planned meeting June 24th and 25th was cancelled. 

Items for next meeting:

· Review of proposal for ebIX Recommendations for acknowledgement and error handling

· ebIX principles for XML documents

· How to specify the EDIFACT qualifier to be used together with ebIX CCs (e.g. quantity qualifier).

· Review of the ebIX code list

· DMR for UTILTD

· Review of proposal for ebIX Methodology version 1.1

· ebIX Functional description

11) AOB

Review of ebIX code list 

Due to lack of time the item was postponed.

Update and publication of UTILTS and UTILMD

Ove has sent UTILTS version 4.0 and 5.0, and UTILMD version 5.0 on circulation for comments to ETC. The following comments have been received:

· Erik Hartwell and Matti Vasara accept transforming the Ediel UTILTS 4.0A to ebIX UTILTS 4.0A

The UTILMD will be put on www.ebix.org as it is. The UTILTS version 4.0 and 5.0 will be put on www.ebix.org as a “Under development version”. 

Homework:

Hugo and Kees must verify that the UTILTS version 5.0 is in line with the national implementation guides and Kees must do the same also for UTILTS version 4.0. Thereafter the IGs will be sent to the ebIX Forum for approval.

What to do with XML

EMD is about to make XML messages. To decide if ebIX should base XML schemas on ETSO principles or UN/CEFACT principles it was agreed that Ove will make a XML schema from an EMD class diagram and the 392 document from CuS, based on UN/CEFACT rules. It will be made without codes and CCs. On the next ETC meeting this will be compared with the ETSO schemas and a decision on how to continue will be taken.  

Homework:

Ove will make a XML schema from an EMD class diagram and the 392 document within mid June.

EAN codes for capacitance and inductivity 

The coding of capacitive and inductive reactive power was once again discussed. It was agreed to continue with the current way of doing it, having a product code for reactive power and using an attribute for capacitive and inductive. In the same way as for active power, where there is an attribute for production/consumption.
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Appendix B Work items for ETC

	Work item
	Description
	Status

	ebIX Methodology
	· Version 1.1 – For comments 
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	ebIX Functional description
	· Date/time/period/time zones

· Addressing

· ….
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	Business information model for acknowledgements
	· Acknowledgement and error handling (Sequence diagram + activity diagram + class diagram)
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	New structure of UTILMD
	· Structure reflecting the class diagram for Field bus
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	Make an example of an EDIFACT translation guide and a XML one based upon a class diagram taken from the CuS-document
	· Evaluate the first examples of a translation guide for CuS documents.
	· September 2004

	Other items:

· Addition of DE UTILTS/SG5/IDE/C778/1050
	· Proposal for usage of data element SG5/IDE/C778/1050 in UTILTS in order to send multiple time series per main transaction number. Alternatively using the complete composite C778 for grouping transaction 'sub-items' and/or SG5/IDE/1222 for identifying the level in the hierarchy.
	· Requires input from CuS/EMD
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