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Minutes ETC meeting, November 9th and 10th, 2004

Date:
Tuesday November 9th 
and
Wednesday November 10th, 2004
Time:
9:00 - 18:00
9:00 - 17:00
Meeting place:
EdiSys, Øvre Slottsgate 17, Oslo
Participants:
Christian Odgaard, Eltra 
Hugo Dekeyser, UMIX
Jon-Egil Nordvik (Convenor), Statnett
Kees Sparreboom, TenneT
Ove Nesvik (Secretary), EdiSys

Attachment:

1) Approval of agenda

Approved wit the following additions:

· Review of the ebIX, EFET and ETSO Harmonised role model, see item 5

· Change request for codes, see AOB

· Proposal for Transaction Identifier from the Netherlands, see AOB

· “Belgian revolution” in modelling, see AOB
· EURELECTRIC meeting November 25th, see item 3.D
2) Minutes from previous meetings

Approved

3) Follow up after ebIX Forum meeting October 6th, 2004

A) From the ebIX Forum minutes:

“ETC proposed to add the following text to the ebIX Recommended identification schemes for the European energy industry (v 1.0) “The recommended principle is that a company shall have one identification number, used for all roles played. Having several numbers is an extra burden for the companies that register and route messages based on party ids. However, a company may use different coding schemes (EIC or EAN•UCC) in different settings.”

The proposal started a discussion about how this currently is done within the participating countries. Today the practice differs between the countries, from one id for each role to only one id for each company, with most countries doing something in between. 

Erik thinks that there is a need for defining “business areas” combining several roles, which will need separate party ids. This will be put on the agenda for the ebIX, EFET and ETSO harmonisation group.

Konstantin thinks it is important to add the current usage in each country to the document, if a common way cannot be agreed.“

Conclusion: Changes to the document were postponed until after the discussion in the Harmonisation group.

Homework: 

· Everybody gets information about how identification schemas are used in their own country before the next meeting, to be added to the document “ebIX Recommended identification schemes”.

B) From the ebIX Forum minutes:

“The request for adding the text “Every year, normally in spring/summer, ETC shall align the ebIX documents published to assure consistency between the documents. The alignments (changes) done shall be presented and approved by the ebIX Forum autumn meeting.” to the Rules for ETC was approved and a new will be updated and put on www.ebix.org.“

Homework:
· Ove will update the Rules for ETC and put it on the ebIX web page.

C) From the ebIX Forum minutes:

“ETC will make the Translation guides based on class diagrams from the Workgroups for the next half year. The final decision on how to organise the syntax related work will be taken on the next ebIX Forum meeting.”
We are still waiting for the final NDR (UN/CEFACT XML Naming and Design Rules) that is scheduled finalised end of 2004. ETC will put the start of a CC discussion on the agenda for the next meeting.

D) From the ebIX Forum minutes:

“ETC proposed some additions for the ebIX WEB-site, to make it more available. The principles behind the additions were agreed and ETC will make new documents/presentations to improve the ebIX web site:

· Adding CuS and EMD models as HTML-models 

· Adding a role model with links to the data flows (in/out)

· Adding an updated ebIX PowerPoint presentation 

· Getting links to the ebIX web site from other bodies such as EURELECTRIC, ETSO, EDNA, EFET, EASEE-Gas and other electricity organisations 

· Ensure that there are links from the ebIX members and observer bodies to www.ebix.org”

Kees suggested inviting MagicDraw for a presentation of the advanced usage of the tool. And Christian will ask within Eltra if they possibly can do anything related to a role model with links to the data flows. 

Homework: 

· Kees will send MagicDraw some questions and asking them for a presentation.

· HTML models will be put on the agenda for CuS and EMD

· Everybody tries to come up with ideas on how to make “a role model with links to the data flows” for the next ETC meeting. 

· Ove sends out the current ebIX PowerPoint presentation immediately – Comments should be sent to Hugo and Konstantin for update in due time before a EURELECTRIC meeting November 25th
· Hugo will bring up the question for getting links to the ebIX web site from other bodies on the Eurelectric meeting November 25th
· Everybody verifies that his or her web pages have link to www.ebIX.org.

· Ove will send the links to http://users.pandora.be/umix/umix/, www.ebix-dk.dk and www.ediel.no to the ebIX Webmaster for update on www.ebix.org.

E) From the ebIX Forum minutes:

“The current RegRep project and ETC was merged.”

F) From the ebIX Forum minutes:

“Ben asked ETC to make a brief overview of the ETC work items for the next 6 to 8 months, and to put this on www.ebIX.org and in the ebIX PowerPoint presentation.”

 
Homework: 

· Jon-Egil and Ove make a proposal for work items before the next meeting (including end days).

G) From the ebIX Forum minutes:

“The proposal from ETC for how to handle updates and new standards from ebIX will be put on www.ebix.org.“


Homework:

· Ove will send the document to the ebIX Webmaster

4) Comments to the EMD project from Herwig Van den Bosch (ETSO/TF-14)


The comments, which are related to two suppliers in one metering point, will be handled in the EMD project. The comments give for the moment no changes to the Role model.

5) Action item from latest ebIX/ETSO harmonisation group meeting


From the Harmonisation group minutes:
· “ebIX will come up with a list over the roles and domains that ebIX will take the responsibility for (e.g. the definition of the roles/domain). 

· Kees (together with colleagues from ebIX EMD/ETC) will come up with a proposal for definition of the Metered data aggregator and other metering roles, such as Metered data collector and Metered data responsible.”

The first item has already been done in the harmonisation group. The second item will be discussed on the next EMD meeting, December 2nd and thereafter put on the next ETC agenda.

A new version of the ebIX, EFET and ETSO Harmonised role model was reviewed. The ebIX part of this model was refined, among others with:

· Adding the new “domains” Meter and Register

· Make the associations reflect responsibility instead of main data flows

· Several of the paragraphs in the introduction were suggested removed, since these are parts of the methodology.

Homework:
Ove will send the proposed changes to the Role model to the members of the Harmonisation group and Jon-Egil will present the proposal on the next ETSO/TF-14 meeting. If the changes not are agreed, he will propose further discussions on the next Harmonisation meeting in February. 

6) Review of “ebIX Recommendations for acknowledgement and error handling”

The “ebIX Recommendations for acknowledgement and error handling” was reviewed and updated. Among others the following was changed:

· The UseCase, sequence and activity diagram will be split into two. One for the “container” (envelope, acknowledgement of receipt and syntax error report) and one for the business documents. 

· Processability error report was renamed to Validate processability in the UseCase diagram.

· In the UseCase for the “container” the actors will be Originator and Counterpart, and in the UseCase for the “Business document” the actors will be Sender and Receiver.

· The following will be explained in appendix:

· UNB/Interchange=MessageSet ID

· UNH/Message=BusinessDocumentSetIdentifier

· IDE=BusinessDocumentIdentifier

· Ancillary role was removed from the TG’s, but will still be required in the business documents.

Homework:

Ove will update the “ebIX Recommendations for acknowledgement and error handling” and send it on circulation for comments until December 13th (two days before the next ETC meeting).

7) Review of “Common rules and recommendations (Functional description)”

The proposal was reviewed. Among others the following was discussed:

· A proposal for how to handle direction in time series should come from the national groups. This will be put on the next ETC agenda.

· Denmark suggested using UTC+0 in all business documents because of the compatibility to the ETSO XML standard.

Homework:

· Everybody should ask their national group for their opinion of how to handle direction in time series. 

· Ove will update the document, put it on www.ebix.org as a working document and distribute it to ETC before the next meeting.

8) Review and update of proposal for ebIX Methodology version 1.1

Due to lack of time the item was postponed.

9) Update of ebIX CCs

Due to lack of time the item was postponed.

10) Status: ebIX XML documents

Due to lack of time the item was postponed.

11) DMR for UTILTD

Due to lack of time the item was postponed.

12) Information

Due to lack of time the item was postponed.

13) Next meeting(s)

Wednesday December 15th and Thursday December 16th, Arnhem 

· Start on a CC discussion 

· Rules for direction (+/-)
· Definition of the Metered data aggregator and other metering roles

14) AOB

Code requests:
A) Hugo asks for reopening of code E32 (in DE 1001?). This code is used in Belgium.
Action: Reopened – A new version of the Code list will be put on www.ebix.org.  
B) Sweden is using the code “E58, Update of master data, meter” in DE “9013, Status reason description code”.
Action: Reopened – A new version of the Code list will be put on www.ebix.org.  
C) Kees asks for a new error code to be used in 414 to reject a switch of balance or transport capacity responsible party. It has been decided to send additional information to the metering point ID (postal code + house number) in the switch request 392. Therefore it may happen that the ID and the additional information do not correspond. So I suggest an error code like "E?? metering point Id and additional information do not correspond". Please let me know the code number. regards, KSp.”

Data element:
9013, Status reason description code

Description:
Code specifying the reason for a status.

Representation:
an..3

Used in:
STS/C556

	Code
	Name
	Description
	Used by/in

	E76
	Metering point Id and additional information do not correspond  (rejection)
	Proposed by the Netherlands
	· UTILMD 5.0



Action: Due to lack of time the code request was postponed.

D) Kees asks for a new error code: E?? for ">1 TCR at metering point". The gas sector in The Netherlands has allowed for a limited period of time to keep more than 1 Transport Capacity responsible Parties at the very large metering points. But in that case switches cannot be processed automatically. So a 392 for instance for this kind of metering point has to be rejected. I hesitated before asking you. Basically I preferred a Dutch code. But I do not see how we can model a combination of 2 enumerations in the same CC using different (additional) agency/code list responsible. I think therefore that it is easier to make it an ebIX code.

Action: Due to lack of time the code request was postponed.

E) Review of codes in date element “9013, Status reason description code” – What are the names/description of code E76-E82?

Action: Due to lack of time the code request was postponed.

Proposal for Transaction Identifier from the Netherlands
Input to the discussion received from Leif Morland (CuS): 

A) The initiating role should be able to send an "initiating transaction identifier" in the initial request.

B) The responible role replies with a "transaction identifier", linked to the "initiating transaction identifier".

C) All later messages referers to the "transaction identifier", defined by the responsible party.

Action: Due to lack of time the code request was postponed.

Belgian revolution in mondeling
Action: Due to lack of time the code request was postponed.
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Appendix B Work items for ETC

	Work item
	Description
	Status

	ebIX Methodology
	· Version 1.1 – For comments 
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	ebIX Functional description
	· Date/time/period/time zones

· Addressing

· ….
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	Business information model for acknowledgements
	· Acknowledgement and error handling (Sequence diagram + activity diagram + class diagram)
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	New structure of UTILMD
	· Structure reflecting the class diagram for Field bus
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	Make an example of an EDIFACT translation guide and a XML one based upon a class diagram taken from the CuS-document
	· Evaluate the first examples of a translation guide for CuS documents.
	· September 2004

	DMRs
	· DMR for Composite element C186 in QTY, making Data element 6060 conditional

· Change of the name of Metered data aggregator to “Metered data aggregator, local” and making a new code for “Metered data aggregator, central”.
	· This makes it possible to send a message with no-value in the QTY segment for non-existing values.

	Other items:

· Addition of DE UTILTS/SG5/IDE/C778/1050
	· Proposal for usage of data element SG5/IDE/C778/1050 in UTILTS in order to send multiple time series per main transaction number. Alternatively using the complete composite C778 for grouping transaction 'sub-items' and/or SG5/IDE/1222 for identifying the level in the hierarchy.
	· Requires input from CuS/EMD

	Dictionary 
	· 
	· 


Appendix C “Belgian revolution in mondeling”

I am still struggling with the consequences of the Belgian revolution in our modeling.

As an example I will show you the Class Diagram for the request for master data for a metering point.

[image: image1.wmf](ebIX domain.Structure (0.9D).Distribute master data.Distribute MD MP.Request MD MP)

<<ABIE>>

MeteringPoint

+TransactionIdentifier : QDT::Generic_Identifier [1]

+Identifier : QDT::Domain_Identifier [1]

...

(ebIX domain.Structure (0.9D).Distribute master data.Distribute MD MP.Request MD MP)

<<ABIE>>

E10_BusinessDocument

+@BusinessProcess : QDT::BusinessProcess_Code [1] = E01{frozen}

+@Function : QDT::BusinessDocumentFunction_Code [1] = 9{frozen}

+ReasonForTransaction : QDT::ReasonForTransaction_Code [1]

+@Type : QDT::BusinessDocumentType_Code [1] = E10{frozen}

+BusinessSector : QDT::BusinessSector_Code [1]

+NonResponsibleRole : QDT::Role_Code [1]

+Identifer : QDT::Generic_Identifier [1]

+Version : QDT::Version_Identifier [1]

(ebIX domain.Structure (0.9D).Distribute master data.Distribute MD MP.Request MD MP)

<<ABIE>>

MessageHeader

+Document Version : QDT::Version_Identifier [0..1] = 001

+Receiver Identifier : QDT::Party_Identifier [1]

+Sender Identifier : QDT::Party_Identifier [1]

+MessageDateTime : QDT::Date Time [1]

+TimeZone : QDT::TimeZone [1]

document ID: BGM, DE1004


business document type: BGM, DE1001/DE3055


business domain: MKS, DE7293


reason for transaction: SG4-STS, DE9015/DE3055/DE9013


other role: SG2-NAD, DE3035


action request: BGM, DE1225


process type: MKS, DE3496


class diagram version: not included


message date/time: DTM, DE2380/DE2379/DE2005=137


document version: not included


receiver identification: SG2-NAD, DE3039/DE3035=MR


sender identification: SG2-NAD, DE3039/DE3035=MS


time zone: DTM, DE2380/DE2379/DE2005

transaction ID: SG4-IDE, DE7402/DE7495=24


identifier: SG4-LOC, DE3227=172/DEC517

TCR (Transport capacity responsible party)

DDK (Balance responsible party)

Z05 (Metered Data responsible)

DDQ (Balance supplier)

(CodeList ebIX)

<<enumeration>>

Role_Code

(CodeList ebIX)

<<enumeration>>

ReasonForTransaction_Code

E48 (Master Data for Prospects)

E32 (Update master data MP)

(Codelist UNCEFACT)

<<enumeration>>

BusinessSector_Code

23 (Electricity supply industry)

27 (Gas supply industry)

1..*

1


Assuming that this diagram is all there is. There is no Message Implementation Guide anymore, since the mapping to Edifact 01C is included in this Class diagram. How do I know that many of the elements in the Class “E10-BusinessDocument” do appear only once in the actual message and how do I know that Class “MeteringPoint” may be repeated several times? The Diagram states just the opposite!

I know that the Class “MessageHeader” does not really belong here. But that is indicated by the dotted line and was precisely caused by the potential for misunderstanding when we leave this completely out.

Is there anybody out there capable of explaining me that we are doing the right thing. At the moment I am not really convinced that we are. Maybe it makes sense from pure modeling point of view. But it does not when you look at the resulting documentation. So where can we correct this?

Kees Sparreboom, 2004-1-21

ETC - ebIX Technical Committee
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