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Minutes ETC meeting, December 15th and 16th, 2004

Date:
Wednesday December 15th 
and
Thursday December 16th, 2004
Time:
9:00 - 18:00

9:00 - 16:00
Meeting place:
TenneT, Arnhem

Participants:
From ebIX:
Ben Voorhorst, TenneT, NL (only Thursday)
Carl Major, E.ON Netz, DE
Christian Odgaard, Eltra, DK
Hugo Dekeyser, UMIX, BE
Jon-Egil Nordvik (Convenor), Statnett, NO
Kees Sparreboom, TenneT, NL
Ove Nesvik (Secretary), EdiSys, NO
From EASEE-Gas (only Thursday):
Klaas Beukema, gastransport, NL (member of EASEE-Gas Executive Committee)
Vincent Mahieu, Fluxys, BE
Paul Tummers, Fluxys, BE
Jan Slump, gas transport services , NL

Attachment:
PowerPoint presentation of the ebIX Methodology, see item 14
ebIX_Template.pot, see item 3
1) Approval of agenda

Approved.

2) Minutes from previous meetings

Homework from previous meeting:

· Everybody gets information about how identification schemas are used in their own country before the next meeting, to be added to the document “ebIX Recommended identification schemes”.
Action: Ove will send a mail to Peter Bauhofer (AT) and Rudolf Baumann (CH) asking for input to appendix D of the document.
· Everybody tries to come up with ideas on how to make “a role model with links to the data flows” for the next ETC meeting.
Action: Discussed and postponed to next meeting. The activity was changed to “linking data flow diagrams to the role model”

· Kees will send MagicDraw some questions and asking them for a presentation.
Action: Postponed to next meeting.
· Everybody verifies that his or her web pages have link to www.ebIX.org.
Action: Done 

3) Proposal for ETC work items for the next 6-8 months

A proposal was reviewed, slightly changed, updated with time frames and agreed. Ove will add it to the presentation and send it to the ebIX Webmaster for update.

Carl presented a proposal for a new template for ebIX presentations. The template is attached to the minutes. 

4) Proposal for definition of Metered data aggregator and other metering roles from EMD


Postponed until after next EMD meeting, February 23-24, 2005.

5) Status: RFC for “ebIX Recommendations for acknowledgement and error handling”

Several comments were received from Matti. These were reviewed and taken into account. 

Before continuing on the document it was agreed to take item 10) “Belgian revolution” in modelling, since this would give guidance for the class diagrams in the document. After having discussed item 10) all the class diagrams were changed according to the new principles. This makes however no changes to the content of the class diagrams, only to the layout. It will be added a comment in the introduction that the document is approved by the ebIX Forum, but that version 1.0 of the document is waiting for a decision on the layout of the class diagrams.

Kees presented a proposal for a class diagram for a Processability error report. The conclusion after a longer discussion was that the Processability error report would be similar to the Model error report, except that it might have some extra elements for specifying the error. Some text describing this will be added to the document (probably as an appendix).

Homework:

Ove will make a new version 0.9 of the ebIX Recommendations for acknowledgement and error handling, distribute it to the ETC members and send it to the ebIX Webmaster for publication on the documents page. 

6) Review of “Common rules and recommendations (Functional description)”

The following comment was received from Matti:

“At the closer look on ebIX common rules and recommendations I feel that the rules for exchange of xml documents is practically missing. The reason is clear on the time being, the use of SOAP or ebXML envelope is still undefined. Most of the rules now presented may be used with those envelopes. In the agreement part should some words of equivalent xml documents added, when the APERAK and CONTRL messages in EDIFACT are mentioned.” 

After a short discussion it was agreed to add an explanation of the usage of appendices in the introduction.

The rest of the document was reviewed and some changes were done. Christian will see if he can get some text related to the usage of FTP for addition in the communication paragraph.

The document will be sent on circulation for comments to the ebIX Forum members until January 23rd, 2005. 

7) Update of ebIX CCs

Due to lack of time the item was postponed.

8) Code requests:

A) Kees asked for a new error code to be used in 414 to reject a switch of balance or transport capacity responsible party. 

Conclusion: The code request was agreed.

Data element:
9013, Status reason description code

Description:
Code specifying the reason for a status.

Representation:
an..3

Used in:
STS/C556

	Code
	Name
	Description
	Used by/in

	E76
	Metering point Id and additional information do not correspond  (rejection)
	The transaction is rejected because the Metering point Id and additional information to the metering point, such as postal code and house number, dos not correspond
	· UTILMD 5.0


B) Kees asked for a new error code: E?? for ">1 TCR at metering point". The gas sector in The Netherlands has allowed for a limited period of time to keep more than 1 Transport Capacity responsible Parties at the very large metering points. But in that case switches cannot be processed automatically. So a 392 for instance for this kind of metering point has to be rejected. I hesitated before asking you. Basically I preferred a Dutch code. But I do not see how we can model a combination of 2 enumerations in the same CC using different (additional) agency/code list responsible. I think therefore that it is easier to make it an ebIX code.

Conclusion: It was agreed that this should be a national code.

C) Kees asks for new codes in CCI/CAV to be used for a “Origin” of a meter stand:

Conclusion: The code request was agreed.

Data element:
7037, Characteristic description code

Description:
A code specifying a characteristic.

Representation:
an..17

Used in:
CCI/C240

	Code
	Name
	Description

	E22
	Proposal from the Netherlands:

Origin of meter stand
	Code identifying the origin of a meter stand, such as read by Metered data collector or estimated.


Data element:
7111, Characteristic value description code

Description:
Code specifying the value of a characteristic.

Representation:
an..3

Used in:
CAV/C889

	E26
	Read by Party connected to grid
	To be used for “Origin of meter stand”

	E27
	Read by Metered data collector
	To be used for “Origin of meter stand”

	E28
	Estimated by Metered data responsible.
	To be used for “Origin of meter stand”


D) Review of codes in date element “9013, Status reason description code” – What are the names/description of code E76-E82?

Conclusion: Due to lack of time the item vas postponed.

9) Proposal for Transaction Identifier from the Netherlands

Postponed until finalised discussion in CuS.

10) “Belgian revolution” in modelling

Hugo presented an activity diagram and a class diagram showing the relation between a Business document and a “DespatchSet” (message). The artefacts explain why a one-to-one relation in the Class diagrams may be a one-to-many relation in a message. 

Homework:

Ove will go through the diagrams and harmonise the class and attribute names with the rest of the ebIX Methodology. This will be put on the agenda for the next meeting as a proposal for a new chapter in the Methodology.

11) Review and update of proposal for ebIX Methodology version 1.1

Ove will update the work-version of the Methodology as follows:

· According to EMM (ebIX Modelling Methodology) chapter 4.4, point 7, all classes and attributes shall be named in “UpperCamelCase”. This is however in conflict with the proposal for UN/CEFACT XML Naming and Design Rules (NDR), which specifies:

[R 5] Lower-camel-case (lcc) must be used for naming attributes.

[R 6] Upper-camel-case (ucc) must be used for naming elements and types.

12) Status: ebIX XML documents

Due to lack of time the item was postponed.

13) DMR for UTILTD

Moved to the work item list (end of 2005).

14) Joint meeting with EASEE-Gas – After lunch (12:00) December 16th
A) Presentation of the ebIX modelling methodology

Ove presented the ebIX methodology. 

B) Discussion on how to proceed/cooperate

From the discussion:

· Most of the members off EASEE-Gas represent the upstream gas market. 

· On the downstream gas market there are often combined electricity and gas companies (multi utility) and these are interested in using the same models for both electricity and gas.

· Ben stressed the need for cooperation on the role model and the domain model, but also on the other models being developed by ebIX.

· Carl proposed to create a common harmonisation group between EASEE-Gas and ebIX.

· Ben also suggested a possible cooperation on a security project (digital signatures and encryption), which is ongoing within ebIX.

The conclusion of the joint meeting was that the participants from EASEE-Gas would report back to EASEE-Gas and start a discussion on how/if they could use the ebIX methodology and models. The next EASEE-Gas meeting will take place mid February and after this meeting they will come back with a response on how a possible cooperation can be.

15) Information

Report from other meeting(s) with interest (TF-14, CoS, EMD, ebIX, UN/CEFACT, IEC/TC57/WG16 etc)
Carl reported from a communication meeting in Stockholm in the end of November. A conclusion from this meeting was that the German specifications for security (about 1000 pages) should be translated to English. Carl sees no other way of doing this than having ebIX to pay for the translation. Carl will get a rough estimate for the cost of a translation and present this on the next ETC meeting. The documents (in German) can be found on www.strom.de, under “VEDIS”.

16) Next meeting(s)

February 2-3, Denmark

· “Belgian revolution” in modelling – Review of activity diagram and a class diagram showing the relation between a Business document and a “DespatchSet” (message) before addition in the ebIX Methodology.

March 8-9, Brussels

April 11-12, Innsbruck

· New template for the ebIX Presentation

May 24-25, Bamberg

June 21-22, Arnhem

17) AOB

No items.

Appendix A Participants in ETC

	Name
	Company
	Telephone
	Mobile
	E-mail

	Carl Major
	E.ON Netz
	+49 5132 88 2179
	+49 172 5109881
	Carl.Major@eon-energie.com

	Christian Odgaard
	Eltra
	+45 76 22 44 63
	+45 23 33 85 55
	Christian.odgaard@eltra.dk 

	Hans Montelius
	SvK
	+46 8 410 802 82
	
	Hans.Montelius@svk.se 

	Hugo Dekeyser
	Umix
	+32 2 518 65 87
	+32 4 77 5580 03
	hugo.dekeyser@electrabel.be 

	Jon-Egil Nordvik (Convenor)
	Statnett
	+47 22 52 70 00
	+47 975 36 303
	jon-egil.nordvik@statnett.no 

	Kees Sparreboom
	TenneT
	
	+31 622 66 7911
	kees.sparreboom@capgemini.com

	Matti Vasara
	Fingrid
	
	+358 405 19 5017
	Matti.Vasara@fingrid.fi 

	Ove Nesvik (Secretary)
	EdiSys
	+47 22 42 13 80
	+47 928 22 908
	ove.nesvik@edisys.no

	Rudolf Baumann
	Etrans
	+41 62 868 21 20
	
	Rudolf.Baumann@etrans.ch

	Terje Nilsen (Observer)
	Nord Pool
	+47 67 52 80 44
	+47 930 34 100
	terje.nilsen@nordpool.com 


Appendix B Work items for ETC

	Work item
	Description
	Status

	ebIX Methodology
	· Version 1.1 – For comments 
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	ebIX Functional description
	· Date/time/period/time zones

· Addressing

· ….
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	Business information model for acknowledgements
	· Acknowledgement and error handling (Sequence diagram + activity diagram + class diagram)
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	New structure of UTILMD
	· Structure reflecting the class diagram for Field bus
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	Make an example of an EDIFACT translation guide and a XML one based upon a class diagram taken from the CuS-document
	· Evaluate the first examples of a translation guide for CuS documents.
	· September 2004

	DMRs
	· DMR for Composite element C186 in QTY, making Data element 6060 conditional

· Change of the name of Metered data aggregator to “Metered data aggregator, local” and making a new code for “Metered data aggregator, central”.
	· This makes it possible to send a message with no-value in the QTY segment for non-existing values.

	Other items:

· Addition of DE UTILTS/SG5/IDE/C778/1050
	· Proposal for usage of data element SG5/IDE/C778/1050 in UTILTS in order to send multiple time series per main transaction number. Alternatively using the complete composite C778 for grouping transaction 'sub-items' and/or SG5/IDE/1222 for identifying the level in the hierarchy.
	· Requires input from CuS/EMD

	DMR for UTILTD
	· 
	· Start end 2005
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