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Minutes Combined ETC and RegRep meeting, June 30th to July 2nd, 2004
Date:
Wednesday June 30th to Friday July 2nd, 2004
Time:
09:00 – 18:00 (Wednesday and Thursday) and 9:00 – 15:00 (Friday)

Place:
Electrabel building in Brussels, Regentlaan 8.

Participants:
Christian Odgaard, Eltra
Hugo Dekeyser, Umix
Jon-Egil Nordvik (Convenor), Statnett
Kees Sparreboom, TenneT
Ove Nesvik (Secretary), EdiSys

Attachment:
None


1) Approval of agenda

Approved with the following additions: 

A) Parties and identification numbers, see AOB

B) Rules for ETC, yearly alignment of the different ebIX documents and versioning, see AOB

C) EMD and relationship to ETSO/TF-14 Settlement, see item 3

D) Verification of UTILTS version 4.0 and 5.0, see item 4

E) Generic header, see item 8

2) Minutes from previous meeting

Approved without comments.

3)  EMD and relationship to ETSO/TF-14 Settlement (New item)

Kees had an introduction to the item by reporting from a discussion in the EMD project group. There are three basic ways of specifying periods:

1. Using exact periods with a start and end point in time, e.g. 200407010000-200407020000. The start and end point in time is always related to an offset to UTC.

2. Using “Blocks”, where the blocks are numbered periods relative to a start point of time. For instance, a day can be split into 96 blocks, each of 15 minutes. Only the start point in time is related to an offset to UTC.

3. Using only points in time related to meter stands. The point in time is related to an offset to UTC.

The interface between ebIX and ETSO was discussed:

· Among others the following text from the Ediel Forum meeting of March 2002 was re-examined: “Nord Pool was concerned by the format of time periods in the ESS document. Erik will try to convince the TF-14 to go for start/stop date/time in the messages instead of start date/time and duration. Ediel will in return migrate to a fixed offset to UTC=0.”

· For the near future it seems impossible to agree on all principles used and some conversion rules between date/time formats and related topics have to be specified. 

· ebIX will be responsible for the collection, validation and local aggregation of metered data up to the exchange format for the central aggregation, based on periods and maybe blocs. ETSO will be responsible for the central aggregation and the settlement, probably based on block principles. 

Mostly RegRep:

4) Verification of UTILTS version 4.0 and 5.0 (New item)

UTILTS version 4.0 and 5.0 was gone through and updated according to the current Belgian and Dutch IGs. The updated version will be sent on circulation for comments until September 15th.

It was discussed if the classifications in the detailed section of the IGs should be made according to the EDIFACT classifications (using only M and C, and using the EDIFACT number of occurrences). However, since there currently are no Translation guides available for the messages this change was postponed until the Translation guides are available.

It was also discussed how to send “non-existing volumes”. It was agreed to send a DMR to UN/CEFACT for Composite element C186, making Data element 6060 conditional. When sending a message with non-existing values the QTY/STS segments will be as follows:

QTY+220’STS+8+46’ (220 = Meter reading, 46 = non-existing) – i.e. DE 6060 is not used.

Homework:

· Ove will send the IGs for UTILTS on circulation for comments until September 15th.

· Ove will make a DMR for Composite element C186, making Data element 6060 conditional.

5) How to specify the EDIFACT qualifier to be used together with ebIX CCs (e.g. quantity qualifier).

The item was related to EDIFACT qualifiers and how to put this into a UML model. It was agreed that EDIFACT segment qualifiers, such as 137 Message date, is syntax specific and will not be used in the UML class diagrams. 

The main discussion under this item was how to model date/time/period precision (formats). The best solution looks like using the CCTS (UN/CEFACT Core Components Technical Specification) principle, where it is specified that ISO 8601 shall be used: 

	Name Primitive
	Data-type
	Definition 
	Remarks

	Date Time. Content
	String
	The particular point in the progression of time
	For times use an ISO 8601 compliant format that includes the UTC offset

	Date Time. Format. Text
	String
	The format of the date/time content
	Reference ISO 8601 and W3C note on date time


This will be mapped into a Format qualifier in EDIFACT translation guides and to an ISO 8601 format in XML.

Kees suggested the following principles used when making an EDIFACT translations guide:
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6) Update of ebIX CCs

Due to lack of time the ebIX (CuS and EMD) Core Components were not reviewed. However it was agreed that Ove should merge the current CuS CC’s and EMD CC’s to one model before the next ETC-meeting. A review of the common CC model will be put on the next ETC agenda.

Homework:
· Ove will merge CuS and EMD CC’s to one model before the next ETC-meeting.

7) Review of the ebIX code list

The code list was reviewed and updated. The new code list will be sent to the ebIX Webmaster for update on the ebIX web site. 

It was agreed to send DMRs to EDIFACT for change of the name of Metered data aggregator to “Metered data aggregator, local” and making a new code for “Metered data aggregator, central”.

Homework:
· Ove will make DMRs for EDIFACT for “Metered data aggregator, local” and “Metered data aggregator, central”.

Mostly ETC:

8) Review of proposal for ebIX Recommendations for acknowledgement and error handling

The latest document was reviewed. This resulted in a longer discussion related to the structure of an ebIX business document and a generic message header. It was agreed to move parts of the current business document class into a generic message header class in a way that the business document class will be on IDE level in the UTIL messages and the generic message header will be on UNH level. Kees will make a first try for this principle for the EMD messages. One reason for this split is that a message only can contain one type of business documents.

Homework:

· Kees will make an example of the generic header and send to Ove and Ove will add this to the first draft of a Functional description document.

· Ove will make Translation guides (as class diagrams) for the class diagrams in the document, as appendices, and send it for comments to ETC.

9) ebIX XML documents

Ove had made a new example of xml schemas for the CuS 392 business document based on the UN/CEFACT/ATG NDR (XML Naming and Design Rules):

1) The 392 document itself is described in the schema "392 v0r1A.xsd" with its classes and attributes.

2) All the attribute types are documented in the schemas "QualifiedDataTypesSchemaModule_0.1.A.xsd" (QDTs) and "UnqualifiedDataTypesSchemaModule_0.1.A.xsd" (UDTs). These schemas are referenced in the 392 schema. This corresponds to the structure of the ebIX CC model, where QDTs and UDTs are documented in separate class diagrams. And, these schemas will be common for all xml document schemas we make. 

3) All code lists are documented in separate schemas, such as "CodeList_Role_Code_0.1.A.xsd". These are also reusable and referenced from the QDT and UDT schemas.

4) The intention from UN/CEFACT is to document the ebIX CCs (ABIEs, BBIEs and ASBIE) in the schema "Reusable_ABIEsSchemaModule_0.1.A.xsd" and reference it from the message schemas. However there are some ongoing discussions on how to do this, so for the time being the Reusable ABIE Schema is currently not used (everything is put into the 392 document schema).

5) The same apply with the Core Component Types (CCT), which should have been documented as a separate schema module called "CoreComponentTypesSchemaModule_0.1.A.xsd". This is not a part of the current example due to time limitations. The intention is however that the QDT and UDT schemas should be based on the CCT schema with restrictions, skipping the attributes to the types not used, and addition of qualifiers and code lists.

It was agreed to put the XML schemas on the ebIX web site after QA (e.g. replace “busiens” with “business” and verify that the attribute names are correct) and add an introduction similar to that above, including reference to the ebIX CCs and the class diagram.

Homework:

· Ove will update the XML schemas and publish it on the ebIX web site under the CuS project.

10) DMR for UTILTD

Due to lack of time the item was postponed.

11) Review and update of proposal for ebIX Methodology version 1.1

Due to lack of time the item was postponed.

12) ebIX Functional description

It was decided that Ove will make a first development version of a new Functional description. The new Functional description will later be put on the ebIX web site under “Working documents” and “Common rules and recommendations (Functional description)”.

The following proposals for changes to the ebIX web site will be forwarded to the ebIX Webmaster:

· Remove “Request for comment” for Rules for ETC

· Rename the heading “Other documents” under “Approved versions” to “Common rules and recommendations (Functional description)”

· Suggest adding a “last update date” on the documents page.

Kees presented the latest EMD document related to some questions from Jon-Egil, as a representative for TF-14. Among others Kees explained the current principles for direction, where “out of the grid” will have negative values and “into the grid” will have positive values. The actual way of implementing this rule will be further discussed within EMD.

Homework:
· Ove will send the change requests to the ebIX web site to the ebIX Webmaster.

· Ove will make a first development version of a new Functional description.

13) Information

Nothing reported.
14) Next meeting(s)

The following meeting schedule was agreed:

· Tuesday September 21st (9-17), Copenhagen (the day after the next ebIX/ETSO harmonisation group meeting)

· Tuesday October 5th, Stockholm (the day before the next ebIX forum meeting)

· Tuesday November 9th and Wednesday November 10th, Oslo

· Wednesday December 15th and Thursday December 16th, Arnhem 

Items to remember:

· Presentation of changes to “Rules for ETC” and “Recommended identification schemes for the European energy industry” for the ebIX Forum autumn meeting.

15) AOB

A) Parties and identification numbers

The following paragraph was added to the document “Recommended identification schemes for the European energy industry”:

“The recommended principle is that a company only shall have one identification number, used for all roles played. Having several numbers is an extra burden for the companies that shall register and rout messages based on party ids. However, a company may use different coding schemes (EIC or EAN•UCC) in different settings. If it becomes common practice in the energy sector to use several ids ebIX will have to develop a message for party master data to support it.”

Jon-Egil will present the change on the autumn Forum meeting (as a slide) for approval before a new document is put on the ebIX web site.

B) Rules for ETC, yearly alignment of the different ebIX documents and versioning

A new paragraph text in the Rules for ETC was reviewed and agreed:

“Every year, normally in spring/summer, ETC shall align the ebIX documents published to assure consistency between the documents. The alignments (changes) done shall be presented and approved by the ebIX Forum autumn meeting.”

Jon-Egil will present the change on the autumn Forum meeting (as a slide) for approval before a new document is put on the ebIX web site.
Appendix A Participants in ETC

	Name
	Company
	Telephone
	Mobile
	E-mail

	Carl Major
	E.ON Netz
	+49 5132 88 2179
	+49 172 5109881
	Carl.Major@eon-energie.com

	Christian Odgaard
	Eltra
	+45 76 22 44 63
	+45 23 33 85 55
	Christian.odgaard@eltra.dk 

	Hans Montelius
	SvK
	+46 8 410 802 82
	
	Hans.Montelius@svk.se 

	Hugo Dekeyser
	Electrabel
	+32 2 518 65 87
	+32 4 77 5580 03
	hugo.dekeyser@electrabel.be 

	Jon-Egil Nordvik (Convenor)
	Statnett
	+47 22 52 70 00
	+47 975 36 303
	jon-egil.nordvik@statnett.no 

	Kees Sparreboom
	TenneT
	
	+31 622 66 7911
	kees.sparreboom@capgemini.com

	Matti Vasara
	Fingrid
	
	+358 405 19 5017
	Matti.Vasara@fingrid.fi 

	Ove Nesvik (Secretary)
	EdiSys
	+47 22 42 13 80
	+47 928 22 908
	ove.nesvik@edisys.no

	Rudolf Baumann
	Etrans
	+41 62 868 21 20
	
	Rudolf.Baumann@etrans.ch

	Terje Nilsen (Observer)
	Nord Pool
	+47 67 52 80 44
	+47 930 34 100
	terje.nilsen@nordpool.com 


Appendix B Work items for ETC

	Work item
	Description
	Status

	ebIX Methodology
	· Version 1.1 – For comments 
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	ebIX Functional description
	· Date/time/period/time zones

· Addressing

· ….
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	Business information model for acknowledgements
	· Acknowledgement and error handling (Sequence diagram + activity diagram + class diagram)
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	New structure of UTILMD
	· Structure reflecting the class diagram for Field bus
	· Draft finalised June 25th 2004

· Approval on the ebIX Forum meeting in October 2004

	Make an example of an EDIFACT translation guide and a XML one based upon a class diagram taken from the CuS-document
	· Evaluate the first examples of a translation guide for CuS documents.
	· September 2004

	DMRs
	· DMR for Composite element C186 in QTY, making Data element 6060 conditional

· Change of the name of Metered data aggregator to “Metered data aggregator, local” and making a new code for “Metered data aggregator, central”.
	· This makes it possible to send a message with no-value in the QTY segment for non-existing values.

	Other items:

· Addition of DE UTILTS/SG5/IDE/C778/1050
	· Proposal for usage of data element SG5/IDE/C778/1050 in UTILTS in order to send multiple time series per main transaction number. Alternatively using the complete composite C778 for grouping transaction 'sub-items' and/or SG5/IDE/1222 for identifying the level in the hierarchy.
	· Requires input from CuS/EMD


ETC - ebIX Technical Committee

Page: 1
ETC - ebIX Technical Committee

Page: 4

